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Chileans elected Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle as the country's next president on Dec. 11, in voting
described as "calm and uneventful" by the country's newspapers. Since Frei received an absolute
majority 58.01% of the votes there will be no second round of balloting. The president-elect will
be sworn in on March 11, 1994. Arturo Alessandri presidential candidate for the rightist Union
for Progress coalition came in a distant second in the elections, with 24.39% of the vote. He was
followed by independent rightist candidate Jose Pinera, with 6.18%; ecologist Manfred MaxNeef, with 5.55%; Eugenio Pizarro of the Allende Movement of the Democratic Left (Movimiento
de Izquierda Democratica Allendista, MIDA), with 4.69%; and Cristian Reitze of the Humanist/
Green party alliance, with 1.17% of the vote. Although voting is mandatory in Chile, between 9%
and 10% of registered voters abstained. Like current President Patricio Aylwin, Frei is a member
of the Christian Democratic Party, which is the backbone of the eight-party Concertacion para
la Democracia coalition. Frei, the son of former president Eduardo Frei Montalva (1964- 1970),
vowed "to work to continue to consolidate democracy in Chile." In fact, Frei ran on a platform that
specifically called for maintaining the economic and social policies of the Aylwin administration.
The president-elect is also expected to continue Aylwin's struggle to regain complete civilian
control over the military. Among other things, Frei will seek the removal of nine senators appointed
by the former military regime before the army handed over power to civilians. Under the 1980
constitution, the military-appointed senators are supposed to remain in office until 1997. And, Frei is
expected to push for legal reforms to empower the president with ability to appoint or remove army
commanders in all branches of the military. Frei is likely to face difficulties in implementing many
of his proposals, however, since his Concertacion coalition fared poorly in the congressional voting.
All proposed amendments to the constitution, for example, will face an uphill battle, since they
require approval by a two-thirds majority in both congressional chambers. In the Dec. 11 balloting,
new representatives were elected for all of the 120 seats in the Chamber of Deputies, although in
the Senate, only 18 of the 38 seats were contested. (The Senate has a total of 47 representatives, if
the nine military-appointed senators are included.) In the Chamber of Deputies, candidates from
parties affiliated with the Concertacion coalition won a total of 69 seats. Opposition parties won 49
(two Chamber seats were won by independent candidates). This represents a Concertacion loss of
two seats in the Chamber in comparison to results from the previous elections, held in 1989. In the
Senate, the Concertacion won nine of the 18 seats contested, with the other nine going to opposition
parties. The Concertacion now controls a total of 22 of the 38 seats in the Senate, representing a net
loss of one seat. Opposition parties now control 16 seats, in addition to the nine held by the militaryappointed senators. 1993 change from 1989 Chamber of Deputies Christian Democrat Party (PDC)
37 -4 Socialist Party (PS) 15 -2 Party for Democracy (PPD) 15 +8 Radical Party (PR) 2 -4 National
Renovation (RN) 30 -3 Center Center Union (UCC) 2 +2 Independent Democratic Union (UDI) 17 +3
Independent candidates 2 +1 Social Democratic Party 0 -1 Allende Movement of the 0 -2 Senate PDC
13 0 PS 4 +1 PPD 3 +1 PR 1 -2 RN 11 -2 UDI 3 -1 UCC 1 +1 Social Democratic Party 0 -1 Independent
candidates 2 +1 On Dec. 13 after a negotiated an agreement between Concertacion and opposition
forces President Aylwin introduced a proposal in Congress for a reduction in the length of the
presidential term in office. The measure, which reduces the term from eight to six years, was quickly
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approved by both chambers and, if ratified in a joint session of Congress Feb. 15, will take effect
when Frei is sworn into office in March. A constitutional ban on presidential reelection to successive
terms remains in effect. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 12/11/93; Associated Press, 12/12/93; Notimex,
12/11-13/93; Spanish news service EFE, 12/09/93, 12/11-15/93; Agence France-Presse, 12/10/93,
12/12/93, 12/14/93, 12/15/93; El Mercurio (Chile), La Nacion (Chile), 12/13/93, 12/16/93]
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